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PARTIAL REPAIR OF ROTATOR 
CUFF DEFICIENT SHOULDERS 

WITH PSEUDOPARALYSIS
NO YOU CAN’T FIX IT  

W.Z. BURKHEAD JR.
THE CARRELL CLINIC

DALLAS, TEXAS

DISCLOSURE  (NON FINANCIAL)

•

•

IF YOU LIKE THIS CONCEPT THEN PARTIAL REPAIR 
OF THE ROTATOR CUFF WILL APPEAL TO YOU

•
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RISK
CACHED

THERE’S AN OPERATION OUT THERE FOR
EVERY PATIENT YOU SEE

SOMETIMES TWO OR THREE

ASSUMPTIONS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS DEBATE 
CONSERVATIVE CARE HAS BEEN EXHAUSTED

PATIENT IS PSEUDO PARALYZED

PATIENT IS AGE APPROPRIATE FOR ARTHROPLASTY

BICEPS IS ABSENT

HAMADA STAGE 3 4 OR 5
GOUTALIER STAGE 3 OR 4

IN THIS SETTING ONE IS MERELY PISSING UP A ROPE DOING
A PARTIAL REPAIR

TO ENGAGE IN FUTILE OR 
IMPOSSIBLE ACTIVITY
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REASONS FOR THESE ASSUMPTIONS 
•

•

•

EK ET NEUKOM L CATANZARO S GERBER C

• RTSA IN YOUNGER PATIENTS PROVIDES SIGNIFICANT
SUBJECTIVE IMPROVEMENT AND SUBSTANTIAL GAIN
IN OVERALL FUNCTION, WHICH IS MAINTAINED UP TO
10 YEARS.

HARTZLER RU STEEN BM HUSSEY MM CUSICK MC
COTTRELL BJ CLARK RE FRANKLE MA

•

•

•
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JIN YOUNG JEONG, HONG EUN CHA

• REVERSE TOTAL ARTHROPLASTY IS ONE OF THE MOST
RELIABLE AND SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OPTIONS
FOR MASSIVE ROTATOR CUFF TEAR. 

• IT IS MORE EFFECTIVE FOR PATIENTS WHO HAVE
PSEUDO PARALYSIS.

ARTHROSCOPIC PARTIAL REPAIR OF IRREPARABLE
ROTATOR CUFF TEARS: PREOPERATIVE FACTORS 
ASSOCIATED WITH OUTCOME DETERIORATION OVER 2 
YEARS.

•

•
AT 2-YEAR FOLLOW-UP. HOWEVER, ABOUT HALF OF THE PATIENTS IN THE STUDY WERE NOT
SATISFIED WITH THEIR OUTCOMES, WHICH HAD DETERIORATED OVER TIME

•

GALASSO O RICCELLI DA DE GORI M DE 
BENEDETTO M ORLANDO N GASPARINI G
CASTRICINI R
•

•

•
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AUSTIN L CHANG ES ZMISTOWSKI B NYDICK J
LAZARUS M

•

•

•

•

ARTHROSCOPIC SURGERY OF IRREPARABLE LARGE OR 
MASSIVE ROTATOR CUFF TEARS WITH LOW-GRADE FATTY 
DEGENERATION OF THE INFRASPINATUS: PATCH 
AUTOGRAFT PROCEDURE VERSUS PARTIAL REPAIR 
PROCEDURE
MORI D FUNAKOSHI N YAMASHITA F

•

•
THE PATCH GRAFT PROCEDURE SHOWED AN

8.3% RETEAR RATE FOR THE REPAIRED ISP WITH BOTH IMPROVED CLINICAL SCORES AND
RECOVERY OF MUSCLE STRENGTH, WHEREAS THE PARTIAL REPAIR HAD A RETEAR RATE OF
41.7% (P = .015).

•PREVIOUS NON ARTHROPLASTY
SURGERY INCREASES THE RISK OF
INFECTION AFTER REVERSE
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KNOW THE RISK FACTORS WELL FOR PATIENTS 
WHO FAIL EACH OF THESE OPERATIONS 

•

•

Dearest Jeff,

Your Pal,   
Buz

Thank You


