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• 65,104 papers  - 16,532 fit criteria

• 322 cited > 100 times

• Top paper cited 3315 times

• 100th paper cited 176 times

• Mean number of citations – 293

• Between 1949 (Nicoll) and 2010 (Deyo)
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• 83 first authors – Top 100 papers

• 10 authors more than once

• 3 with more than 4 

• Deyo – 5 publications
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• Oldest paper Nicoll (1949) – Traumatic 

lumbar instability with PLC

• Most Recent paper – Deyo (2010) – trends 

and complications of surgery in Medicare 

patients from 2002 to  2007

• 100 th paper weinhoffer et al. (1976) –

intradiscal pressures increase significantly 

above an instrumented segment

Top 3 most cited papers

• Boden et al. (1990) – MRI findings in 67 

asymptomatic individuals –

• Jensen et al. (1994) – Study of 

degenerated discs in asymptomatic 

individuals [56% bulge, 26 % protrusion]

– “bulges or protrusions in people with LBP may 

frequently be coincidental”

• Fairbank and Pynsent (2000) – reviewing 

ODI
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Top 3 most cited papers

Limitations

• True Lead Author unknown – first author 

used

• Incomplete citing

• Impact factor??? – articles, letters, book 

reviews, new items

• Eugene Garfield – “is not a perfect toolto

measure quality of articles… there is 

nothing better…and is, therefore a good 

technique for scientific evaluation”

• “Lumbar Spine Surgery”


